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(REHE KAE)

The Core Theme of Yungang Grottoes
——Yungang and Gandhara (1)

WEI Zheng*?
(1. School of Yungangology, Shanxi Datong University, Datong Shanxi, 037009;
2. School of Archaeology and Museology, Peking University, Beijing, 100871)

Abstract: The core themes of Yungang Grottoes mainly include three Buddhas (Three Buddhas, Ten Buddhas, Thousand Bud-
dhas), Seven Buddhas, Two Buddhas (mainly Sakyamuni Duobao Sitting Side by Side, Two Caves), Maitreya shangxiasheng, and vi-
mo Manjusri sitting opposite, etc. Gandhara is the source of understanding Chinese Grottoes including Yungang Grottoes. Starting
from the core theme of Yungang, through the search and comparative analysis in Gandhara area, it can be seen that Seven Buddhas
and Maitreya are common to Yungang and Gandhara, while Three Buddhas and Two Buddhas are paid special attention to in China,
particularly in Yungang. Even the Seven Buddhas and Maitreya had changed greatly in Yungang, with a lot of understanding of the
Northern Wei Dynasty and Chinese people.

Key words: Yungang Grottoes; core theme; Gandhara
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