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Abstract: Since the beginning of the grotto construction in the Northern Wei Dynasty, the excavation
and construction in different periods continued to change the appearance of Mount Wuzhou and the
surrounding landscape. This paper combines the geographical environment of Mount Wuzhou and its
surroundings, documentary records and archaeological findings to explore the landscape of Yungang
Grottoes from the Northern Wei Dynasty to the Ming and Qing Dynasties. In the Northern Wei Dynasty, the
five grottoes of Tan Yao were the center and the grottoes at the foot of the mountain were combined with the
monasteries on the mountain. In the Liao and Jin Dynasties, wooden Buddhist temples were added in front of
the grottoes and the river was redirected to form a new regional division. Then to the Ming Dynasty, Yungang

Fort was built for military defense needs, which led to the decline of religious activities of the grottoes, and

the center of the monasteries shifted to the area where 5~8 grottoes were located.
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Landscape of the grottoes

Yungang Fort
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