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Abstract: This article discusses the relationship between the Hexi Grottoes and the Yungang Grottoes
in the Northern Wei Dynasty, the relationship between the small grottoes on Pingluo Road and the Yungang
Grottoes, and the relationship between the Yungang Grottoes Phase III and the Longmen Grottoes. As a
result, this article expounds the external influence of the Yungang Grottoes. Specifically, the Hexi Grottoes
do not exclude the remains of the Pingcheng era of the Northern Wei Dynasty, and there are many contents
that can be presumed to be in the Luoyang era of the Northern Wei Dynasty, but none of them can establish
a relationship with the Yungang Grottoes. The small grottoes on Pingluo Road appeared along with moving
the capital to Luoyang, and the time to accept the influence of the Yungang Grottoes may be after moving
the capital to Luoyang. The third phase of the Yungang Grottoes shows many new features. The near source
is Longmen Grottoes, and the far source is Qixiashan Grottoes. In short, the external impact of the Yungang
Grottoes needs to be assessed in detail with changes in time, space and conditions. The situation reflected is
not only the grotto itself, but also has a relationship with historical conditions and natural geography.
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