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Abstract: Pagoda, as an architectural type, originated in the Indian “stupa,” in which sarira, remains and
relics of the celebrated Buddhist monks were buried. The Buddhist pagodas in early China and across East
Asia were influenced by Buddhism, which were created out of the integration of the Chinese multi-storied
wooden architecture and the Indian “stupa.” The earliest multi—storied wooden architectures and pagodas
have ground into dust, which were only record in pottery pavilions of the Han Dynasty, murals and stone
sculptures in burials, as well as unearthed Buddhist pagodas. This article compares pagoda foundations
unearthed at four sites, which include the Siyuan Monastery in Pingcheng (today’ s Datong), the Siyan
Monastery in Longcheng (today’ s Chaoyang), the Yongning Temple in Luoyang and the Buddhist monastery
at Zhaopengcheng in the southern Ye City Site (today’ s Linzhang). Based on a comparative study, the author
discusses characteristics, similarities, differences and diachronic changes of Buddhist wooden pagodas in the
Northern Dynasties. This article provides important data on Buddhist architectures in the Northern Dynasties.

Keywords: Pingcheng (Datong), Longcheng (Chaoyang), Luoyang, Ye City Site,

Northern Dynasties,

Buddhist monastery, wooden pagoda, structure
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