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Contents and Abstracts

Yungang Grottoes Research Institute Journal 2014 (Total 2)

To Draw the Magnificent Beauty of YunGang (Zhang Zhuo) 001

005/

024/

332

Tushita Heaven — from Daoan-centered Maitreya Worship to Maitreya Statues in Yungang Grottoes
(Wang Heng)

ABSTRACT: With a considerable number of the Maitreya scriptures being translated into Chinese in the
Western Jin and Eastern Jin Dynasties, Maitreya worship became one of the most important parts of Buddhist
belief. As a representative figure, Daoan set a good example of worshipping Maitreya to people. It was when
Maitreya worship had been introduced into Pengcheng city that a large number of Maitreya statues appeared in
Yungang Grottoes. There are eleven caves in which Maitreya statues are the primary characters among existing
twenty main caves from Cave 1 to Cave 20. At the same time, a lot of Maitreya statues carved according to
Buddhist scriptures as well as the sculptures expressing the scene of the average people worshiping Maitreya
can be seen in many other caves.

KEYWORDS: Daoan; Maitreya worship; Yungang Grottoes; Maitreya statues

BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR: Wang Heng, male, Han nationality, born in Datong in 1953,
a professor dedicated to studying Yungang Grottoes since 1985, the former Party branch secretary and one of

deputy directors of Yungang Grottoes Research Institute

The Chronicle of Caves in the Third Period of YunGang Grottoes (Yagi Haruki)

ABSTRACT: The construction of caves in the third period in Yungang Grottoes ran to around 520 A.D, the
accomplishment of its basic research, like chronicling, will bring a far-reaching influence on the general
evaluation of the Yungang Grottoes to a large extend. This paper presents a study and a comparison about the
middle-sized and small-sized caves in the western part of Yungang Grottoes. Based on the analyses, the author
suggests that, in the eras of Yanchang and Zhengguang of the Northern Wei Dynasty, the small-sized caves in
the western grotto area was not only related to the middle-sized caves and the small-sized caves carved on the
outside walls of caves in the second period, but also relevant to the added caves in the Five Caves of Tan Yao.
Therefore, it can be concluded that all caves in the third period have been mutual related as a whole since this
period.

KEYWORDS: All caves in the third period of Yungang Grottoes; small-sized caves carved on the outside walls

of caves in the second period; workers system



046/

060/

071/

BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR: Yagi Haruki, male, Japanese, born in 1961, a Professor of Art

Department of Japan University of Tsukuba, engaged in Chinese Buddhist art history

Research on the Reset of Several Yungang Outflow Statues Collected in Europe and America (Zhao
Kunyu)

ABSTRACT: Statues theft cases in Yungang Grottoes mainly occurred from 1907 to 1935 with the years
between 1915 and 1930 the most rampant. Most of these statues lost in Japan, France, Germany, America
and others. The survey found that there are 48 Yungang statues collected in Europe and America. This article,
therefore, mainly discusses those statues lost in Europe and America. After a tough field investigation and
repeated comparisons, the author reveals the original locations of 15 of the 48 statues.

KEYWORDS: Yungang; lost; Europe and America; reset

BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR: Zhao Kunyu, male, born in 1964, Han nationality, from
He County in Neimenggu Province, a researcher engaged in Buddhist grotto art, the deputy director of the

department of cultural relics and archaeology in Yungang Grottoes Research Institute

Mysteries of New-found Complementary Engraved Buddha Heads in Yungang Grottoes — Also on the
Three Statues in the Cave 3 (Yuan Xiaozhong)

ABSTRACT: According to the style of new-found complementary engraved Buddha heads in Cave 13, the
article follows the historical trace of the restoration of Yungang Grottoes after the Northern Wei Dynasty.
The author identifies these Buddha head sculptures from many angles including time, the overall strength,
historical background as well as historical materials and statuary styles, and reveals some little-known events
that occurred in the Yungang engineering in Liao Dynasty, which provides the enlightenment to today’s
conservation and maintenance.

KEYWORDS: Yungang Grottoes; Liao Dynasty; new discoveries; Cave 3

BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR: Yuan Xiaozhong, male, born in 1968 in Datong, Han
nationality, a researcher engaged in grotto archaeology and grotto art, the deputy director of the department of

archaeology research in Yungang Grottoes Research Institute

First Discussion about “Qin” Appeared in the Carved Stone Music Image in Yungang Grottoes (Li
Meiyan)

ABSTRACT: The carved stone music image in Yungang Grottoes performs an indispensible role in
understanding Buddhist music in Northern Wei Dynasty (386A.D ~ 534A.D). Based on the previous research
results, it can be concluded that different experts have different views about the type of “Qin” appeared in

Yungang Grottoes. Studying the type of “Qin” appeared in Yungang Grottoes is the primary focus of this article.
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The author, according to a field investigation and relevant historical documents, argues that these “Qin” might
well be Chinese traditional Guqin, which pads the blank of Guqin’s history in Northern Wei Dynasty and
provides strong support for that Guqin has, as a traditional literati art, taken on Xianbei culture and become
musical instruments of Buddhist music in the period of Northern Wei Dynasty.

KEYWORDS: Yungang Grottoes; music image; music archaeology; Guqin; Northern Wei Dynasty

BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR: Li Meiyan, female, a professor of Chinese department in

Taiwan Pingtung University

Niches Cut in the Period of the Five Caves of Tan Yao in Yungang Grottoes (Kumasaka Somi, Translated
by Li Mei)

ABSTRACT: The primary focus of this work is the niches on the outside walls from Cave 11 to Cave 13. The
author surveyed and analyzed the mutual influence and relationship of these niches, caves in the second period
and the caves in the western grotto area. Based on the analyses, we can safely draw a conclusion that the cutting
of these niches date back to two different periods, before S00A.D and after S00A.D (maybe a little late than
the year of S00A.D). With more and more in-depth of analyses, it is verified that some of characteristics of the
niches on the outside walls of Cave 11 and Cave 12 cut in the first period bring affection to the niches on the
outside wall of Cave 5.

KEYWORDS: Northern Wei Dynasty; the Five Caves of Tan Yao in Yungang Grottoes; niches on the outside
wall

BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR: Kumasaka Somi, female, Japanese, a professor of Tsukuba

University

Research on the Combined Niches Cut in the Third Period of Yungang Grottoes (Inaba Somi,
Translated by Li Mei and Shao Xuecheng)

ABSTRACT: The combined niches, as a special type of niche style, started to appear in the third period of
the Yungang Grottoes. A combined niche is, being an added niche, located in a linear rectangular area with a
particular subject. A number of combined niches exist on the inside walls of the Five Caves of Tan Yao and the
walls of caves in the western grotto area. The purpose of this paper is to reveal a part of the overall caves of the
third period. The author surveyed the most unusual combined niches and found the meaning of contents and
forming process of these niches. Base on the analyses, the author claims that combined niches is an expression
of Buddhas of Three Periods as a whole. What’s more, the combined niches might be a replacement of “cave”
carved by those craftsmen who got hold of the information of cutting caves in the second period.

KEYWORDS: Northern Wei Dynasty; overall caves in the third period of Yungang Grottoes; complementary
niches; Buddhas of Three Periods



BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR: Inaba Somi, female, Japanese, born in 1987, a doctoral student

in Tsukuba University

123/

130/

149/

Giant Buddhas of Yungang Grottoes Reflecting the Thought of the Imperial Throne (Li Gaocai)
ABSTRACT: Caves cut in the first and second periods in Yunggang Grottoes give expression to the thought
of the imperial throne and the principle that Buddhism ought to serve the imperial powers. The primary image
occupied the cave precisely stands for an emperor, while the Buddhist paradise means exactly the Northern Wei
Dynasty.

KEYWORDS: The imperial throne; Yungang Grottoes; the cutting of caves in the first and second periods
BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR: Li Gaocai, male, Han nationality, born in 1942, coming from
Ying County of Datong, the vice-president of Datong City Three-Jin Culture Research Committee and the

president of Datong City Yungang Painting and Calligraphy Institute

A Investigation of Sacrifice Providers in Cave 13 in Yungang Grottoes (Li Xueqin)

ABSTRACT: Cave 13 is one of the big-sized caves cut in the second period of Yungang Grottoes, in which
a surprisingly large number of sculptures of sacrifice providers were carved. The author conducted an
investigation on the sacrifice providers’ images, gave an objective, true and systematic record of these images’
current preservation situation and carried on a comprehensive research on issues mirrored by these providers’
images combined with some materials including historical documents and inscriptions and so on, which
provides data to an overall study of Yungang Grottoes.

KEYWORDS: Sacrifice providers; Xianbei costumes; inscription stone

BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR: Li Xueqin, female, Han nationality, born in 1960 in Datong, a
professor engaged in the cave temple archacology and information and documentation work, the director of the

information department of Yungang Grottoes Research Institute

A Brief Analysis of the Cave Structure and the Statue Material of Yungang Grottoes (Zhang Hua)

ABSTRACT: As time went on, different religious beliefs and different social, historical and political
backgrounds changed the combinatorial relationship between the cave structure and the statue material of
Yungang Gtrottoes. The article analyses and discusses Yungang Buddhism grottoes art composed of various
caves structure and statues materials. Compared with the Indian grottoes, Yungang Grottoes brought forth new
ideas and developed greatly. Its design of the cave structure and the statue material were closely related to the
social needs of that day. The author also thinks that the combination of the cave structure and the statues in the
Northern Wei Dynasty shows the theme of religion and political in union, it is the product of the religious idea

and historical background of that time, which occupies an important place in the history of Chinese art and
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165/

architecture.

KEYWORDS: the Yungang Grottoes; structure; Statue material

BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR: Zhang Hua, female, Han nationality, born in 1965 in
Datong, an associate professor engaged in the cave temple archaeology, the deputy director of digital research

department of Yungang Grottoes Research Institute

A Study of the Effect of Ribbons on Statue Costumes in Yungang Grottoes (Cui Xiaoxia))

ABSTRACT: The author of this paper mainly discusses what effect that ribbons have on statue costumes in
Yungang Grottoes in many aspects like the ways of wearing ribbons, relative position relationship between
ribbons and figure statues as well as the color and state of ribbons.

KEYWORDS: Ribbons; Yungang Grottoes; effect

BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR: Cui Xiaoxia, female, Han nationality, born in 1974, an
associate professor dedicated to the reception and propaganda work and academic research for more than ten

years, the director of guide center of Yungang Grottoes Research Institute

Tree God in the Cave Temple (Xiehua)

ABSTRACT: Although Tree God, being one of the Kings of God, took Yaksha and Yashi in Indian Buddhism
as its prototype, it was extensively influenced by native culture and thought, thus its image are more acceptable
for common people. With animism and polytheism getting more and more popular, a considerable number of
sculptures of the Kings of God appeared in cave temples. It is fairly obvious that it has the function of protecting
Dharma, world and pagodas, and its standing has improved continually.

KEYWORDS: Tree God; the Kings of God

BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR: Xie Hua, male, Han nationality, born in 1974 in Datong,
a researcher engaged in Buddhist grotto art, working at the information department of Yungang Grottoes

Research Institute

168/

336

The Origin of Shanxi Province (Zhang Zhuo)

ABSTRACT: The former name of Shanxi is “Shanyou”, which, according to Ci Hai, derives from the fact that
it is on the right (west) of Taihang Mountain. It is an obvious misinterpretation. The complex logic of historical
development may hide behind a seemingly simple noun. Therefore, it is high time that we stepped up action to
have an in-depth study in order to clear up the origin of Shanxi Province.

KEYWORDS: Shanxi; title; name

BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR: Zhang Zhuo, male, Han nationality, born in 1963, coming

from Huai’an County in Hebei Province, the president of Yungang Grottoes Research Institute, the director of



173/

185/

201/

Datong City Management Committee in Yungang Tourist Area, the president of Yungang Tourism Development

Co., Ltd, a visiting professor of Datong University

Research on Carved Stone Image in the Northern Qi Dynasty (Liu Jianjun)

ABSTRACT: The carved stone in Northern Qi Dynasty was unearthed in 1990s in the maintenance procedure
of Qinglian Temple in Jin City, Shanxi province. According to the style of carved stone and the expressing way
of image, the author’s initial assessment is that it is the main body of one of stories of the stone pagoda. Through
making a comparison with some Buddhist scriptures and analyzing, it can be concluded that the content of
the image is about “Twelve Dream Kings”. The image of “Twelve Dream Kings” in Qinglian Temple is a new
discovery of China’s early Esoteric Buddhism. We should pay attention to this issue when we research the
Buddha image of the Northern Qi Dynasty in the future.

KEYWORDS: Qinglian Temple in Jin City; the stone pagoda in Northern Qi Dynasty; Buddhist scriptures;
Twelve Dream Kings; Esoteric Buddhism image

BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR: Liu Jianjun, male, Han nationality, born in 1960, a professor
dedicated to the archaeology research of Yungang Grottoes, the director of the museum of Yungang Grottoes

Research Institute

Lacquer Coffins of Northern Wei Dynasty Unearthed in Datong (Wang Yanqing, Gao Feng)
ABSTRACT: Some lacquer coffins unearthed in graves of Northern Wei Dynasty are in black color, some are in
two colors, red and black. Themes of the decorative pattern involve historical and real-life stories as well as the
complete pattern. It has its own special characteristics of the times and intense exotic style with the tradition and
foreign culture coexisting. The framework of pattern is similar to the pattern of textiles unearthed in Xinjiang
Province during the same period, which might well serve as Huang Wei.

KEYWORDS: Northern Wei Dynasty; lacquer coffins; Lian-Zhu pattern; Huang Wei

BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR: Wang Yanqing, female, born in 1966, Han nationality, coming
from Yangyuan County in Heibei Province, a professor mainly dedicated to archaeological research of Northern
Wei Dynasty and Yungang Grottoes, the deputy director of the information department of Yungang Grottoes
Research Institute; Gao Feng, born in 1964, male, Han nationality, coming from Datong, an associate professor
dedicated to archaeological research of Northern Wei Dynasty, the captain of Datong Municipal Administration

of Cultural Heritage Monitoring Team

A Brief Discussion on the Application of Opening and Closing Aesthetics in Suspension Statues of

Fusheng Temple (Zhang Jin)
ABSTRACT: Chinese emphasize the idea of Yin-Yang, the two opposing principles in nature. Correctly holding

337



Yin-Yang theory provides the basis for understanding world. Focusing on the suspension statues in Fushen
Temple, the paper presents a study on the application of opening and closing aesthetics in composition layout
of suspension statues, sculpting and position as well as the mood of the statues so as to further understand the
artistic value and the cultural value of painted clay sculptures in Fusheng Temple.

KEYWORDS: Opening and closing aesthetics; situation; atmosphere

BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR: Zhang Jin, born in 1981, male, Han nationality, a professional

artist in China Sculpture Museum

209/

245/

338

Research on Methods of Reinforcing Clay Sculptures in Yungang Grottoes (Yuan Jinghu, Wen
Xiaolong, Niu Chun)

ABSTRACT: This paper presents a study on the current preservation situation of murals and painted clay
sculptures and existing diseases in Yungang Grottoes. The results suggest the cause and effect factors of the
deterioration of painted clay sculptures and murals. In addition, through testing, analyzing and filtering selected
reinforcing materials, the author initially finds a kind of reasonable and feasible construction technology.
KEYWORDS: Painted clay sculptures and murals; the investigation on diseases; construction technology
BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR: Yuan Jinghu, male, Han nationality, born in 1962, an associate
professor engaged in scientific protection of Yungang Grottoes since 1983, the director of protection and

maintenance department of Yungang Grottoes Research Institute

Cause Analysis of the Diseases of Murals and Painted Clay Sculptures in Wuhua Caves and the
Assessment of the Current Preservation Situation (Yan Hongbin, Guo Hong, Sun Yanzhong, Kang
Wenyou)

ABSTRACT: A surprisingly large number of murals and painted clay sculptures exist in Wuhua Caves in
Yungang Grottoes. We conducted an investigation on diseases of these murals and clay sculptures cooperated
with China Heritage Institute. The results suggest that there are various diseases such as the support weathering,
the disrupting of mural layers, detaching, large area falling off, the flaking of the surface paint layers, powdering
as well as falling off and so on, among which the detaching of the overall layer and large area falling off are
main causes of deterioration to murals and painted clay sculptures in Wuhua Caves.

KEYWORDS: Murals; painted clay sculptures; crack; detach; flake; peel; powder; dirt retention

BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR: Yan Hongbin, male, Han nationality, born in 1971 in Datong,
an associate professor engaged in the protection and maintenance of stone cultural relics, the deputy director of
the department of protection and maintenance in Yungang Grottoes Research Institute; Guo Hong, a researcher
in Chinese Cultural Heritage Institute; Sun Yanzhong, a researcher in Chinese Cultural Heritage Institute; Kang

Wenyou, male, Han nationality, born in 1981, engaged in conservation work of stone cultural relics.



249/ An In-depth Analysis on Scientific Value of Cultural Relics — Taking Yungang Grottoes for Example (Ren

257/

Jianguang, Huang Jizhong, Hu Cuifeng)

ABSTRACT: This paper discusses the scientific value and the effect of cultural relics, existing problems of
studying scientific value, and standards of evaluating scientific value as well as an assessment practice targeted
to the scientific value of Yungang Grottoes. It holds that the scientific value of cultural relics manifests itself
in many ways, including the facts that through surveying these cultural relics, we can get more knowledge of
the level of science and technology at that time as well as the changes in natural and ecological environment in
millions of years. However, identifying the scientific value of cultural relics is limited because of many factors.
The paper suggests that Yungng Grottoes has its own special characteristics in aspect of site selection as well
as planning and design. The size and structural type of Yungang Grottoes are reasonable, and its decoration art
embodies the characteristics of ancient culture, but its construction technology and carving skills remain to be
seen. Being an outstanding example of conservation technology of the ancient cave temple, Yungang Grottoes
plays a significant role in verifying our ancient culture, art and carving skills.

KEYWORDS: Cultural relics; scientific value; evaluating standards; Yungang Grottoes

BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR: Ren Jianguang, male, Han nationality, born in 1971, coming
from Yanggao County in Shanxi Province, a research engaged in protection study of stone cultural relics,
ancient buildings and ancient sites, the deputy director of the department of protection and maintenance in

Yungang Grottoes Research Institute

Methods of Constructing the Investigation Map of Cave 2’s Current Situation in Yungang Grottoes
(Ning Bo)

ABSTRACT: 1t is no exaggeration in saying that an accurate investigation map performs an indispensible role in
studying and protecting cultural relics. The Yungang Grottoes is located at the south foot of Mt. wuzhoushan, 16
kilometers from the west of Datong City in Shanxi Province. The grottoes, all cut along the side of the mountain
and on a massive scale, extends for around one kilometer from east to west. There are now 45 main caves and
more than 51,000 big or small-sized statues. Constructing an accurate investigation map remains a difficult
problem due to the truth that sculptures in Yungang Grottoes are high relief. This article introduces the methods
and characteristics of constructing an investigation map of current situation through taking orthophotos and
profiles as base drawings obtained by applying the 3D laser scanning technique.

KEYWORDS: The investigation map of cave current situation; 3D laser scanning; orthophotos; profiles

BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR: Ning Bo, male, Han nationality, born in 1982, coming from
Yuanping County in Shanxi Province, a researcher engaged in the cave digitization, the deputy director of the

office in Yungang Grottoes Research Institute and the director of digital center
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The Application of Gelatin in Protecting and Repairing Painted Clay Sculptures (Yin Gang)
ABSTRACT: Gelatin is extensively used in the protection and repair of various cultural relics due to its high
popularization and price advantage. It is a particularly ideal material for protecting and repairing painted clay
sculptures. The application of gelatin in protecting and repairing painted clay sculptures embodies the close
integration of traditional materials and traditional technology.

KEYWORDS: Animal glue; gelatin; painted clay sculptures; protection and repair

BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR: Yin Gang, male, Han nationality, born in 1973 in Datong, a
research dedicated to field archaeology since 1988, the director of Shanxi Research and Protection Center for

Painted Clay Sculptures and Murals in Yungang Grottoes Research Institute

275/  Guide of Scientific Research Project Planning of Yungang Grottoes Research Institute (Yungang
Grottoes Research Institute)

278/  Brief Discussion about Salvage Project of Protection and Reinforcement of Murals and Painted Clay
Sculptures in Wuhua Caves (Lu Jiwen, Yan Hongbin, Yin Gang)

283/ Academic Researches on YunGang Grottoes in Recent One Hundred Years (Hou Rui)

292/ Review on a Conference Commemorating the Eightieth Anniversary of the Birth of Mr. Zhao Yide (Ji
Yuanyuan )

298/ The cloves in YunGang Grottoes (Wang Yanxiang)

301/ The clouds of YungGang Grottoes (Nie Huangui)

304/ Yungang Dance Amazes the World (Wang Heping)

308/ Thought of Filial Piety Reflected in Yungang Grottoes (QiYinghong)

311/ To Understand YunGang Grottoes with Time Perspective (Wang Tianluan)

313/ Buddhist Statues in Yungang Grottoes: Clay, Sandstone and Buddha’s Stories (Zhang Wei, Chou
Chunxia)

324/  Chronicles (2013.7-2014.6)
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