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The Evolution of the Shape of Niches in Yungang Caves

WANG Heng
(Datong Association of Political Science, Datong Shanxi, 037044)

Abstract: Lu-shaped niches, originated from the early forms of Buddhist arts in India, is a basic shape of niches found in
Buddhist caves. In Yungang caves, there are a lot of such shapes of niches, which are used to ornamenting different sculptures. This
kind of niches not only shows the inheriting property but the innovation property of arts. By analyzing different presentations of the
niches, we can see the Lu- shaped niches are also varied in forms. This kind of niches not only enriches the forms of niches, but also

plays an important role for ornamenting purposes. Moreover, it extends the function of niches and becomes the most flexible form of
niches in Yungang Caves.

Key words: Yungang Caves; Lu- shaped niches; evolution
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Analysis of Developing Cultural Tourism in Southern Shanxi
ZHU Ru- hu
(School of Geographical Sciences, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou Fujian, 350007)
Abstract: Shanxi Province is one of the important birthplaces of Chinese civilization. Fenhe, the second largest tributary of the
Yellow River, Shanxi’ s mother river, meets the Yellow River in Southern Shanxi. Southern Shanxi, in the Fenhe floors, becomes the
core of ancient culture of Shanxi, Southern Shanxi can do very well in the development of cultural tourism. This paper will discuss the

feasibility of the development of cultural tourism, the establishment of tourism brand, the status quo and problems, and development
strategies and so forth.

Key words: Southern Shanxi; cultural tourism; analysis

-30-



