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A Study on the Images of the Music Tree in Cave 38
at the Yungang Grottoes

ZHAO Kunyu
(Yungang Grottoes Research Academy, Datong, Shanxi 037007 )

Abstract: Cave 38 was constructed by Wu Zhongwei for his deceased son Wu Tian’en in the late phase of
the Yungang caves (494—525). Images of a music tree appear on both the eastern and western walls of the cave,
but the shapes of the trees and the attributes of the musicians in the trees are difterent. This paper first identifies
the musical instruments engraved in the images, then analyzes the trees by comparing them with textual descrip-
tions from relevant Buddhist scriptures. The researchers concludes that the tree on the west wall is a tree of the
Buddhist Western Pure Land, while the one on the east wall depicts a tree of the Tusita Heaven of Maitreya.
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