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THE BUDDHIST MONASTERY SITE OF THE NORTHERN
WEI., LIAO AND JIN DYNASTIES IN ZONE |[[ ON
THE TOP OF THE YUNGANG GROTTOES

by

Shanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology
Yungang Grottoes Research Institute

Datong Municipal Institute of Archaeology

To coordinate with the anti-seepage project of the top of the Yungang Grottoes, the ar-
chaeological team jointly organized by Shanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology, Yungang
Grottoes Research Institute and Datong Municipal Institute of Archaeology conducted exca-
vation to the remains of the Buddhist monastery above Caves 5 and 6 of the Yungang Grot-
toes in 2011. This site was located between the east side of the splayed wing wall of the Yun-
gang Castle of the Ming Dynasty and the west bank of Longwang Gou (Dragon King Gully) ,
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consisting of the remains of a Buddhist monastery site of the Northern Wei, Liao and Jin Dy~
nasties and a foundry workshop of the Liao and Jin Dynasties. The features included a pago-
da base of the Northern Wei, Liao and Jin Dynasties, a casting well, 30 iron smelting fur-
naces and one water well of the Liao and Jin Dynasties. The pagoda base was facing the
south, the top of which was smaller than the bottom, and in an octagonal plan. The center
of the pagoda base was the original base constructed in the Northern Wei Dynasty, surround-
ing which were the extended pagoda base parts built in the Liao and Jin Dynasties, which
were mainly constructed with stone slabs. The casting well consisted of the round operation
platform and the vent; it had a square plan, an opening slightly larger than the bottom, on
which the round operation platform was built to set the casting molds. The 30 iron smelting
furnaces were built around the casting well; their forms and sizes were varying, and most of
them had the ore chamber, fuel box, vent, blasting facilities, etc. preserved. These iron
smelting furnaces had single-or double-bellows equipped. The water well had a round plan
and a bottom larger than the opening. The artifacts unearthed in the excavation were mainly
the architectural component parts of the Northern Wei, Liao and Jin Dynasties, most of
which were tile sherds, plus some tile-ends and glazed ridge ornaments, as well as fragments
of ceramic wares and stone construction parts. The nature, date and values of the site are
roughly made clear: it was a Buddhist monastery site of the Northern Wei, Liao and Jin Dy-
nasties, which is helpful for the understandings to the evolution courses of the layouts of the
Buddhist monasteries and forms of pagodas in the Yungang area from the Northern Wei to
the Liao and Jin Dynasties. The foundry workshop site is the most complete foundry remains
of the Liao and Jin Dynasties found to date, which is significantly valuable for the studies on
Tiangong Kaiwu (Exploitation of the Works of Nature: Chinese Technology in the Seven-
teenth Century) and the metallurgy of the Liao and Jin Dynasties.
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