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THE REMAINS OF THE BUDDHIST MONASTERY OF
THE NORTHERN WEI DYNASTY IN THE WESTERN
ZONE OF THE TOP OF THE YUNGANG GROTTOES

Yungang Grottoes Research Institute
Shanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology

Datong Municipal Institute of Archaeology

To coordinate with the seepage control project of the top of the Yungang Grottoes, the
joint archaeological team organized by Shanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology, Yungang
Grottoes Research Institute, Datong Municipal Institute of Archaeology conducted archaeo-
logical survey and excavation to the Zone I of the top of the Yungang Grottoes in April
through October 2010. The survey and excavation found and recovered the remains of a Bud-
dhist monastery of the Northern Wei to the Liao and Jin Dynasties. This was a well pre-
served monastery site, consisting of the northern corridor house, eastern corridor house,
middle corridor house, southern corridor house, pagoda base, brick and tile kilns, etc. The
northern corridor house 61. 5 m in length consisted of 15 bays built into suites and single
rooms in the form of open porches in the front and enclosed rooms in the rear. The middle
corridor house 13.5 m in full length consisted of two bays, in front of which stone column
bases were found. The eastern corridor house about 18 m in length consisted of three bays.
The pagoda base located between the eastern and western corridor houses and slightly to the
south was roughly in a square plan, which was about 14 m long from north to south and 14.
3 m wide from east to west, and the remaining height was about 0. 35-0. 7 m. No crypt or
hoard was found in the pagoda base. The remains of the brick and tile kilns were in the
southwest of the architectural complex remains, from which two kilns were recovered. The
artifacts unearthed from them were mainly the architectural components of the Northern Wei
Dynasty, most of which were the fragments of roof tiles, followed by tile-ends with charac-
ters “chuan zuo wuqiong ([ may ] the imperial continuity be endless)”, the tile-ends with
“Buddha transformed from lotus flower” figure, glazed flat tiles, etc. and pottery ware
sherds of the Northern Wei Dynasty, as well as some fragments of stone Buddha statues and
figures of sponsors. The nature, date and values of this site have been made clear that it was
the site of a Buddhist monastery of the Northern Wei Dynasty, which was one of the earliest
Buddhist monastery sites found to date and important part of the Yungang Cave Temple of
the Northern Wei Dynasty. It preserved the early “pagoda cloister” layout of Buddhist mon-
asteries centered by the pagoda, the discovery of which is helpful for understanding the plan-

ning and scale of the Yungang Cave Temple.



B R =

LBy Btk

L SFBeit bk (R —AAL )

2. SFBEshE R (ZR—P4 )

ZWNEERENE R # M #F it



R

LR X 4t (FR—ph)

2. Gkl (F1. F4&—F7, db—m)

ZRAEEETE KL 2 kot



& k&

L jpht (F1, F&—F7, Z—74)

2. ik (F3—F7, Z"—75)

ZHNAEEENE R H M2 7 it



A f

1 stk ©5 FEz A Lo (R )

2.tk (F12—F15, fHR)

ZRNAEEEMER LB B AFRE I



R &N

1.tk (F3—F7, f0)

2. AeHEG ALl AT (AR—74)

WA BB TR Kb it it



&R I

L SEREE (IFF)

2. B34S (db—F)
ZRNAEEEME R L # 5k



B €S

L BEHEPE %R (TI—A)

2 S HAHA LRI A (Fi )
ZNEREREE R LA FRA



R

L% (db—nrg)

2. Bzl (Y501, Y502, pi—db)

A AR g



& R

1. Bzl (Y502, m—dt, ki)

2.k (F1, F2, A—W4, i04)

ZWEEETE K it



& iRt

1. RhFgA L (T502 @ = 10) 2. BKFEEAREL (TS16 @ = 4, [T ) 3. BAK G FL(TS16(@ : 4, (4 )

4, R EEAEL (T516 @ = 25) 5. KBIARRG (T524@ = 1) 6. KBNS (T502@ = 2)

7. KFMC (T512@ = 28) 8. IKHANRTIL (T529 @ : 31) 9. KB (T526@ = 31)
ZNEEETNEE LB GHFRA L EHE



B Rk =

1.T528@ = 5 (f47i ) 2.T528@ : 5 (FL&)
3.T514@ = 2 (f4if7) 4. 7514 @ = 2 (M7 )
5.T528@) : 2 6.T516@ : 3

ZREEENMAER LA HFRAE L ERELRR



B iR E R

1.TSO7 @ : 1 (/™) 2.T507 @ : 1 ("5 )
3.T516@ : 5 4.T527@ : 15
5.T517 f9@ : 15 6.T511 @ : 33

ZREEENER LRSI H L REAL



A iRk A&

LABIFY (T524@ : 112) 2.BIIFLY (T524 @ : 111)
3.BEIFLY (TS25@ : 43) 4. CTITY (T517 3@ : 84)
5. B REAERE (T513@ : 1) 6. Rl (T516@ : 2)

ZWBEETUE KA r itk b L2 S ¢



KEEis

2. GER A (T522@ = 4 FiI
T528 @ : 10, 1EM)

1 BEZIA M (T512@ : 64) 3. B GER T (T522@ = 4 FlI
T528 @ : 10, ¥ )

4 gEE R (T525@ @ 9, IETH ) 5. M558 K (T525@ = 9, P50f)
ZRNEEBETMEE LS HF R LA 4



KY€ gt

1B (T517@ = 84) 4. FgRE (T515@ = 11)
2. 4947 (T507 @ = 31) 5. FE (T512@ : 3)
3. AEREE (T515@ = 9) 6. FRERE (T512@ = 2)

ZWNEE R TA Kb F iRt L4



A R e

1.W% (1516 @ = 9, Jt&R) 2. % (T519@ = 16, Jb#L)
3. RS (T529@ = 11, Jt#) 4. FRFF (T527@ = 1, Jb8)
5.0 (T523@) 0 1, iL4) 6. fIF (T523@) ¢ 8, iL4)

ZHNAEEENHEHFRIE L5



