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The Origins and Evolvements of the

Pavilion-style Tower in Yungang Grottoes
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Abstract; Here, according to the loaned effect of the pavilion—style tower in Yungang Grottoes in the
Northern Wei Dynasty, this paper inspects the origins and evolvements of the pavilion-style tower in North
China. In the first part, the paper summarized the existing theories on the origins and evolvements of pavil-
ion—style tower. The second part concludes that, through the comparison of their space arrangement, the
Yungang Grottoes and the popular Buddhism embossments in Gandhara of India coincide in the ornamenta-
tion and the way of combination. In the third and fourth part, after discussing the emergence and evolvement
of the pavilion—-style tower in Yungang Grottoes, this paper concludes that roofed column tower finally e-
volved into pavilion-style tower, after absorbing elements of Gandhara of India and Chinese style in South
China.
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