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The Making and Features of Roof Eaves in the Carving of Yungang Grottoes

ZHANG Hua
(Yungang Academy, Datong Shanxi, 037004)

Abstract: Given the pavilion style pagodas and temples (house shaped niches) in Yungang Grottoes, and seen from the perspec-
tive of manifestation and structural characteristics, there were two different arrangement modes of eaves and rafters in the Northern
Wei Dynasty, namely flat type and fan type, which represented the different structural methods of roof eaves and corners of veranda
hall at that time; In addition, in the arrangement of the eaves of the roof, they were presumably the same as those wood architecture
of the North Wei Dynasty typical of the architectural style and technical characteristics then. Meanwhile, they provide invaluable in-
formation for the study of the wooden structures of the Northern and Southern Dynasties.

Key words: Yungang Grottoes; roof; eaves; flat type; fan type
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