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FOCUS

The history and art of theYungang Grottoes -« «oooveeees Zhang Zhuo 10
Ping-Cheng, the political, economic and cultural center of the North Dynasty, served as an international
metropolis which was located at the eastern edge of China along the Old Silk Road. The Yungang grottoes
were dug during the most prosperous period of Ping-Cheng, which was a great grotto complex built in
Northern Wei Dynasty and a perfect combination of royal power of the North Wei Dynasty and buddhist
art. The research of the Grottoes can be dated back to the Jin Dynasty, while the academic research on
Yungang started in the early 20th century. The grottoes of the early times are simple, solemn and grand
and the grottoes of the middle times are exquisite and magnificant, whereas the elegant semblance and
delicate emotions represent the outstanding achievement of grotto art of the later times. The colossal
buddha statues, consummate carving art as well as rich and colorful content constitute a classical

masterpiece of the peak of Chinese Buddhist art.

Taking a closer look at the excavating of the Yungang Grottoes in terms
of the archaeological achievment of Ping-Cheng City,

Northern Wei Dynasty «-----ooocoooeomeeneene Wang Yanging 28
A succession of archaeological findings were uncovered ever since the past 50 years’ archaeological work

was carried out on Ping-Cheng city of the North Wei Dynasty. The existing cultural heritage of Ping-
Cheng city of the North Wei Dynasty vividly records the glory of the ancient kindom. The excavated
relics reflect the cultural conflict, interaction and mergence of various nationalities as well as cultural
infiltration of the Han Nationality and eastward transmission of Buddhism, which served as the social and
cultural background for the the excavating of the Yungang Grottoes.
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The Discovery of “The Jin Tablet” - -ooooooomeenes Li Yuqun 40

The excavating work of the Yungang Grottoes «--«-------ooooeeeeeees Hang Kan 44
ART

Image art in the Yungang Grottoes - ---oomeeeeeeees Yang Hong 50

During the 50s of the 5th Century, the excavation of the Five Grottos in Tanyao unvailed the historical
curtain of the Yungang Grottoes. As the representative of image art during the early times of the Yungang
Grottoes, the Five Grottos in Tanyao, with their strict unity of layout and design, constitute a classical
masterpiece adopting advantages from all schools to evolve the unique style of the North Wei Dynasty.
A exquisite and gorgeous style of carving took the place of the solumn and grand style as it vanished
gradually as time went on. With elegant semblance, the images present an artistic style with a vivid
bearing. The Yungang Grottoes reached a new artistic climax during the first years of Taihe under the
reign of Emperor Xiaowen in the North Wei Dynasty.



