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A Sense of National Identity and Cultural Identity
Contained in the Yungang Grottoes

Kou Fuming

( Shangxi Datong University Datong 037009 Shangxi China)

JOURNAL OF ETHNOLOGY VOL. 14 NO.7 34 -42 2023 ( CN51 -1731/C

in Chinese)

DOI: 10.3969/j. issn. 1674 —9391.2023. 7. 004

Abstract: Taking archaeologist Su Bai” s theo—
ry of the third phase of Yungang Grottoes as an a—
nalysis basis the Chinese cultural characteristics
contained in the Yungang Grottoes as an entry
point and the attributes of the statues in the outer
wall vestibule four walls of the front room and
main room of each cave described in the Yungang

Grottoes (2014)

integration reflected in these statues. Based on the

this article explores the ethnic

records on the Northern Wei statues in the appen—
dix of the Yungang Epigraphy this study attempts
to explore the people’ s recognition of the national /
ethnic culture during the Northern Wei period from
the

reasons for creating statues and the content of their

the perspective of the identity of the sculptors

vows. Moreover using existing textual materials—
such as 89 poems by literati from various dynasties
including Han Fu’s Collection of Poems on Yungang
Grottoes in Different Dynasties and Gao Zhen’ s Com—
pilation and Supplement of 27 Poems by the Ming and
Qing Scholars on Yungang Grottoes Temple—this pa—
per analyzes the national identity and cultural recog—
nition contained in the Yungang Grottoes explores
the later generations’ evaluation of national /ethnic
identity reflected in Yungang Grottoes and endows
them with practical significance in forging a sense
of community for the Chinese nation.

National and ethnic identity needs to be
bridged by cultural connections like e. g. external
cultural factors such as clothing religion and ar-

the
King image of the Buddha in the Tanyao Five Ca-

chitecture. In terms of the Yungang Grottoes
ves the image of Chinese nobility in the late Yun—
gang period and the use of dome-shaped roofs

house-shaped niches or tileroof niches in the ca-
ves all reflect the development process of the

Xianbei’ s identification with the Han during the

Northern Wei period. The inscription records re—
veal the historical fact that donors donated funds to
all

sentient beings the country and the imperial fam-

create statues for themselves their parents
ily. People of different ethnicities created statues
and made vows—this while expressing their iden—
tification with Buddhist culture
strated their identification with the Northern Wei
regime highlighting themselves as subjects of the

also fully demon—

emperor and members of the one country showing
a substantial sense of national identity. The dress
of the Buddhist pilgrims in the Yungang Grottoes
as well as the surnames in the inscriptions and the
content description of vows reflect their recognition
of the Xianbei and Han. The Northern Wei re—
gime’ s imitation of the official system of the Han
people the inheritance of the Chinese-style dragon
culture and recognition of ritual culture in tradi—
tional Chinese clothing manifested in the Yungang
Grottoes arguably reflected their identity with Han
composed
further—
more reflect the later generations’ recognition of

culture. Literati’ s poems and writings

after they visited the Yungang Grottoes
Yungang culture recognition of the Northern Wei
Dynasty and recognition of the integration of the
Xianbei and Han. The Xianbei’ s inheritance of
the building
and support of Buddhism

and integration into Chinese culture
of the Yungang Grottoes
with Han characteristics injected fresh blood into
Chinese culture which is in line with the continui—
ty and inclusiveness of Chinese culture. Its inherit—
ance thus has been of great practical significance
for enhancing and strengthening the sense of com—
munity for the Chinese nation.

Key Words: Yungang Grottoes; characteris—
tics of Chinese culture; a sense of community for
the Chinese nation
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