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Abstract: Japan has always been the overseas center of research on the Yungang Grottoes.
This paper identifies the main work in the study of Yungang Grottoes in Japan since the 21st
century, with a view to identifying various theories as reference for the domestic academia.

The first section introduces the collation and compilation of archaeological materialsin recent
years. It is well established that the most important archaeological investigation and research on the
Yungang Grottoes by Japanese scholars were carried out between 1938 to 1944, followed by the
publication of archaeological report Yun-Kang : the buddhist cave-temples of the fifth century A.D.
in North China. Since the 21st century, their successors collated materials such as ceramics and
tiles collected during the previous investigation and observated cave temples of different periods
from the perspective of overall landscape. Another influential work is the supplementary of the
archacological report Yun-Kang by publishing additional material from the previous investigation.
Scholars also combined the achievements of decades of research and study to sort out the issues
that have attracted much attention, trying to develop a new understanding on the Yungang Grottoes.

The second section focused on the recent comprehensive research, conducted both by
archaeologists and art historians. Archaeological research is represented by scholars such as
Okamura Hidenori and Mukai Yusuke of the Institution of Research in Humanities of Kyoto
University, who have participated in the edition of the newly published archaeological report of
Yungang Grottoes.Scholars conducting research from the perspective of art history are represented
by Ishimatsu Hinako, Yagi Haruo, and Kumasaka Satomi.

The third section presents the fundamental discussions around the chronology of caves,
including: (i) the comparison of Cave 16-20 with the five emperors of Northern Wei Dynasty and
the order in which they were excavated; (ii) whether Cave 5 and Cave 6 were a set of twin caves
and when the project of Cave 5 was started; (iii) whether Caves 11, 12 and 13 were excavated at the
same time and the chronology of each cave; (iv)the absolute chronology of Caves 9 and Cave 10;(v)
the definition of the 'Chongjiao Temple'.

The final section described the discussion on the Chinesization of cave niches in the middle
and late Yungang period. Art historians have worked particularly hard on this issue, mainly by
means of stylistic-based examination of style and typological-based analysis of form.

In the 21st century, the study of the Yungang Grottoes has remained active in Japanese
academia, with the main achievements being the collation of archaeological data, the deepening
of previous knowledge and the expansion of the field of study. However, the breakthrough in
methodology is limited. Although recent studies have continuously enriched the developed theories,
conversations between the different research systems remain difficult, which is also a common
problem faced by Chinese and Japanese academia.
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