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(RfEHE TER)
Archaeological Findings of the Buddhist Temple Relics at the Top of Yungang Grottoes

ZHANG Qing-jie*?
(1. School of Yungang Studies, Shanxi Datong University, Datong Shanxi, 037009;
2. Shanxi Institute of Archaeology, Taiyuan Shanxi, 030001)

Abstract: Between the year 2010 and 2012, archaeologists excavated two Buddhist temples between the Northern Wei Dynasty
and the Liao and Jin dynasties at the top of Yungang Grottoes. They found two tower foundations, several rows of houses, pottery
kilns, casting wells, iron stoves, water wells and other relics. A large number of building materials, ceramic living utensils, Buddhist
stone carvings, and pottery statues of Buddha and Bodhisattva were also unearthed. Through the analysis and understanding of the
nature, age and use of the site, it shows a picture of the Buddhist buildings on the top of Yungang Grottoes in the Northern Wei, Liao
and Jin Dynasties, deepens the understanding of the description of Yungang Grottoes in shuijingzhu, and probes into the revival and
cast iron technology of Yungang Grottoes in the Liao Dynasty.

Key Words: Buddhist Temple relics; Buddhist Pagoda; foundry site; Buddhist relics; building material
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