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From Dome to Palace: Discussion on the Morphological Transition of the Caves in the
Yungang Grottoes and Related Issues

Yang Hong

The structure of the yurts used by the Xianbei people in their nomadic life can be seen from the tent
components carried by the pottery camels discovered in the Northern dynasties tombs in Taiyuan, Shanxi, Ci
County, Hebei, and Luoyang, Henan. The full picture of the dome—shaped yurts can be observed in the
pottery tent models unearthed from the Northern Wei tombs at the Yanbei Normal University in Datong City,
as well as the murals of Poduoluo’ s parents’ tomb of the first year of the Taiyan Era (435 CE) in Shaling
Village, Datong City. Further studies showed that the horseshoe—shaped plane and dome roof of the Five
Caves of Tanyao in the Yungang Grottoes could not be found in other grottoes built earlier than the Yungang
in ancient India, Xinjiang, and the Hexi Corridor area. Thus, the Five Caves of Tanyao display a new schema
created by Yungang’ s constructors, expressing to enshrine the Buddha statues representing the emperors

into the traditional dome-shaped nomadic residence of the Xianbei people.
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