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Abstract: In 1960, the Ministry of Culture instructed technicians from the Ancient
Architecture Repair Institute and Beijing Institute of Geology to conduct a large—scale
geological and hydrological survey on Yungang Grottoes to identify the main threats
endangering the caves, in order to devise a feasible plan for the protection of Yungang
Grottoes. In the same year, an expert meeting on the protection of Yungang Grottoes was
held. Through comparative study and scientific analysis, Cave 1 and Cave 2 were selected as
trial subject due to their appropriate scale and comparatively serious erosion and collapse;

and hence became the first experimental project in the protection and maintenance of cave
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temple in China. To ensure smooth process of the project, strict principles for design and
construction were made, and rigorous and meticulous drawings were drafted after field
survey and mapping. The project ended in 1964 with good results. Even though many of the
the lines and textual descriptions of the preserved 40 drawings have become unclear now,
but through the process of sorting out these drawings, the author have found that these
drawings still contain important information that is of referential meanings and provides
guidance for the work now and in the future.
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