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On Buddhist Art Inheritance from The Late-Qin Chang’an to The Northern-
Wei Pingcheng

[America] Chang Qing

The article Chinese appears ABSTRACT: The Tanyao Five Caves which are periodized into the first phase of the Yungang Grottoes

from page 004 to 024. were commissioned to be constructed for the merits and virtues of the first five emperors of the
Northern-Wei Dynasty. With the manpower, material and financial resources gathered from the
annexation wars in the North, above all, the craftsmen and Buddhist priests from the capital Changan
of the Late-Qin kingdom, the ruler of the Northern-Wei dynasty implemented the giant project. The
Late-Qin Chang’an playing as the political and Buddhist center in northern China in the late period of
the Sixteen Kingdoms carried forward the Mahayana Buddhism introduced from the Western region.
It is studied that the Mahayana Buddhist statues and murals of the Western-Qin Kingdom in Cave
169 of Binglingsi grottoes in Yongjing of Gansu Province resulted from the influence of the Late-Qin
Chang’an. The construction of the Tanyao Five Caves followed the Northern-Wei Buddhist tradition
before the persecution against Buddhists in Emperor Taiwu’s reign as well as the Buddhist tradition
of the Late-Qin Chang’an, which can be learned from the feature shared by the stone sculptures of the
caves and the incised Buddhist images on the Northern-Wei sarcophagus in Datong and the Western-
Qin sculptures and murals in Cave 169 of Binglingsi Grottoes. It is the embodiment of the Northern-
Wei dynasty inheriting the Buddhism of Late-Qin Chang’an, specifically, by the Buddhist images of the
Tanyao five caves in theme and style.

KEYWORDS: the Northern-Wei Pingcheng; the Yungang Grottoes; the Western Qin; Cave 169 of
Binglingsi Grottoes; the Late-Qin Chang’an.

Sage’s Gown: Tracing The Dressing Origin of The Buddhist Statue in Kasaya
with Right Shoulder Partly-Draped

Wang Yun
The article Chinese appears ABSTRACT: This article traces the history of Kasaya robe worn by Buddhist statues with the right
from page 025 to 042. shoulder partly draped reviewing the previous research results and the issues and analyzing the

historical materials such as the literatures, images and what are presented in them, coming to the
following conclusion: The Buddha statue dressed this way in the earlier grottoes of China was shaped
after the regional traditions of Gandhara and Afghanistan of the 4™ and 5™ centuries. Second, Alfred
Foucher’s and John Marshall’s point is agreed by the thesis that such dressing style of the Buddhism
statue in Gandhara and Afghan derived from Ancient Greece, it was one of the ways himation is worn
as the result of the joining of the Central Asian stylization and Hellenistic realism. Third, this dressing
motif also evolved in the West, where it was borrowed for the sage’s gown in Jewish and Christian
art to the day. In a word, himation, a type of cloak draped around the body, worn by the priests,
philosophers and statesmen for its high specification in Ancient Greece, taken into the fine arts of
Buddhism, Judaism and Christianism, went through a process from the secular to the sacred.

KEYWORDS: Kasaya; himation; ancient Greece; Buddhism; Judaism; Christianity
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