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On the Origin of the Tomb Cultures of the Pingcheng Region
during the Pingcheng Era of the Northern Wei

NI Run-an
( School of Archaeology and Museology, Peking University, Beijing 100871 ,China)

Abstract: TheNorthern Wei Dynasly wilnessed an important transformation to the Tuoba Xianbei tomb
culture, with the original cultural characteristics of the region gradually disappearing. In the process, a host of
elements from other cultures and tribes were incorporated and assimilated. With the unification of Northern
China and the inflow of large numbers of immigrants to Pingcheng, the region saw a convergence of more and
more cultural elements. This article analyzes the compositions, the functions and the mutual influences of
these cultural sources, and reveals how the tomb cultures of the late Pingcheng times changed to the Jin

syslem.

Key words: the Pingcheng Era of the Northern Wei Dynasty; Pingcheng region; the sources of the burial

cultures; change to the Jin system
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