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(REREKAZ)

The Connotations of Pingcheng Civilization in Northern Wei Dynasty

NI Run-an

(School of Archaeology and Museology, Peking University, Beijing, 100871)

Abstract: As the capital city of the Northern Wei dynasty for nearly a hundred years, Pingcheng gathered the cultural factors from
different sources, developed and created the Pingcheng civilization with rich connotations and great significance, which included four
aspects, namely urban civilization, mausoleum civilization, military civilization and religious civilization. Urban civilization
revolved around the layout of imperial palaces, the setting of outer walls, and the characteristics of suburban tombs. The core of the
mausoleum civilization was the Jin Mausoleums of the Northern Wei dynasty, which needs to be further carried out on the basis of
detailed investigations and mappings of the Yonggu Mausoleum in Fangshan. In the north of Pingcheng, the Great Walls, the Long
moats, the six major military towns, the fortress walls and other military defenses were distributed, which together constituted the
connotation of military civilization. At present, religious civilization has been promoted most deeply, manifested as the Buddhist
civilization centered on the Yungang Grottoes. As a new academic system, Yungangology has been preliminarily established. The
discussions on the connotations of Pingcheng civilizations in Northern Wei dynasty aren’ t well balanced and therefore need to be
accelerated.

Key words: Pingcheng civilization; Northern Wei dynasty; four connotations
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